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T
he National Sports
Day was celebrated
by millions of peo-

ple across the country in
line with the aim of the Un-
ion Sports Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya to make it
a Jan andolan.

The minister started the
day by paying �oral tri-
butes to the statue of Major
Dhyan Chand at the Na-
tional Stadium and was ac-
tive on the playground la-
ter at the Nehru Stadium
with multiple sports activi-
ties, including a cricket
match against the Media
XI.

Mandaviya also inaugu-
rated the country’s �rst

Mondo track along with
the PCI president Deven-
dra Jhajharia, Olympian
Anju Bobby George, Head
of World Para Athletics
Paul Fitzgerald, para ath-
letes Sumit Antil, Simran
Sharma, Preeti Pal, Pra-

veen Kumar and many oth-
ers. “There is no bigger
classroom than the sport-
ing arena, and no greater
teacher than sports”, said
the Minister.

World and Olympic
champion Neeraj Chopra

called it a “a milestone mo-
ment for sport in Bharat”.

The celebrations will
continue with sports de-
bates, conclaves and indi-
genous sports on Saturday,
followed by the Fit India
Sundays on Cycle drive.

The annual National Sports Day turns into country-wide mass movement

with celebrations to continue over the weekend
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India’s �rst Mondo track
inaugurated in New Delhi

Sports Bureau

NEW DELHI

New facility: Union Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya unveiling the Mondo track in the presence of

Sumit Antil, Anju Bobby George and Devendra Jhajharia. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Olympic medal-winning re-
curve archers Brady Elli-
son, Mete Gazoz and Ale-
jandra Valencia and
world’s top ranked com-
pound archers Mike
Schloesser, Mathias Fuller-
ton, Andrea Becerra and
Ella Gibson will be part of a
star-studded international
line-up for the inaugural
Archery Premier League
(APL) to be held at the Ya-
muna Sports Complex in
Delhi from October 2 to 12.

Altogether 12 foreigners
will be seen in action in the
opening edition. “The line-
up of athletes for the �rst
season of the APL will pro-
vide a competitive product
and help in the growth of
the sport,” said Archery As-
sociation of India (AAI)
president Arjun Munda.

Top
international
stars for
archery
league 
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climbing fast on the WTA
ranking ladder in doubles.

“The career-best rank in
doubles is a big milestone
for me. It has taught me a
lot about my game. The
rankings may not re�ect,
but I am competing strong
at higher level tourna-
ments now,” observed
Riya.

“Adi sir has been a big
in�uence on my career. He
understands my game bet-

Riya Bhatia is a power
player, who has learnt to
be consistent. She is enjoy-
ing her tennis around the
world. The results are
showing. Her last tourna-
ment was the $60,000 ITF
women’s event in Amstet-
ten, Austria. 

The 27-year-old Riya
quali�ed and reached the
quarter�nals of singles.
And in partnership with
Michaela Bayerlova of Cze-
chia, Riya made the dou-
bles semi�nals.

Finding a training slot
for a fortnight with coach
Aditya Sachdeva at the
Roundglass Academy in
Chandigarh, Riya could
muster energy to re�ect on
her career.

“The best part of this
journey is watching my
game get stronger. The
consistent progress in my
�tness and skill levels is a
huge motivation,” said Ri-
ya. She is happy to be

ter than any other coach. I
am also incredibly fortu-
nate to be training at the
Roundglass Academy.”

As the �fth best ranked
player in singles behind
Shrivalli Bhamidipty, Saha-
ja Yamalapalli, Ankita Rai-
na and Vaidehee Chaudha-
ri, Riya does know that she
has a bright chance of mak-
ing the national team, if
she keeps playing strong in
the big events.

Riya balances power with
precision admirably 

Future goals: Riya is looking to make it into the national team and

continue performing at the highest level. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 
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The �rst leg of the Men’s
Hockey India League (HIL)
will be held in Chennai in
the �rst week of January
2026 (either on third or
fourth), followed by the se-
cond leg in Ranchi. The �-
nal will be played on Fe-

bruary 1 in Bhubaneswar.
The Women’s HIL is

likely to begin in the se-
cond week of January with
the league matches in Bhu-
baneswar. The �nal slated
in Ranchi on January 30. 

The men’s HIL will have
an IPL-like play-o� with
Quali�er and Eliminator. 

A mini-auction for men

is likely to be held on Sept.
23 and 24 and it is reliably
learnt that all the franchis-
es are expected to retain a
majority of their players. 

The last time a hockey
league was held in Chennai
was way back in 2012 when
the then IHF and Nimbus
conducted World Series
Hockey. 

First leg of men’s HIL to kick o� in
Chennai in January �rst week
K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI

Hockey: Men’s Asia Cup, Sony
Sports Ten 1 (SD & HD) & LIV, 1 & 3
p.m.

Bangladesh vs. Netherlands:

1st T20I, FanCode, 5.30 p.m.

Premier League: SS Select 2 (SD
& HD) & JioHotstar, 5, 7.30 & 10
p.m.

Formula One: Dutch GP (Quali-
fying) F1 TV, F1 TV Pro App & Fan-
Code, 6.30 p.m.

Bundesliga: Sony Sports Ten 2
(SD & HD) & LIV, 7 & 10 p.m.

PKL: Star Sports 2 (SD & HD) &
JioHotstar, 8 p.m.onwards

US Open: SS Select 1, Star
Sports 1 (SD & HD) & JioHotstar,
8.30 p.m. 
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Champions League holder
PSG will play Bayern Mun-
ich and Barcelona in this
season’s league phase
while record 15-time win-
ner Real Madrid will face
Manchester City and Liver-
pool after Thursday’s draw
set up some blockbuster
encounters.

PSG will also meet Tot-
tenham Hotspur and New-

castle United along with
Atalanta and Bayer Lever-
kusen in the new league
format which started last
season, where each club
plays eight games — four at
home and four away

The league phase gets
underway with the 36
teams playing on eight
matchdays between Sep-
tember 16 and January 28.
The knockout phase be-
gins in February while the
�nal will be played on May
30 in Budapest.

Key fixtures: PSG: Bayern (h),

Barcelona (a), Atalanta (h), Bayer
Leverkusen (a), Tottenham (h),
Sporting Lisbon (a), Newcastle
(h), Athletic Bilbao (a). 
Real: City (h), Liverpool (a),
Juventus (h), Benfica (a),
Marseille (h), Olympiakos (a),
Monaco (h), Kairat Almaty (a). 
City: Dortmund (h), Real (a),
Leverkusen (h), Villarreal (a),
Napoli (h), Bodo/Glimt (a),
Galatasaray (h), Monaco (a).
Bayern: Chelsea (h), PSG (a),
Club Brugge (h), Arsenal (a),
Sporting Lisbon (h), PSV
Eindhoven (a), Union
Saint-Gilloise (h), Pafos (a).
Liverpool: Real (h), Inter (a),
Atletico (h), Eintracht Frankfurt
(a), PSV (h), Marseille (a), Qarabag

(h), Galatasaray (a).
Chelsea: Barcelona (h), Bayern
(a), Benfica (h), Atalanta (a), Ajax
(h), Napoli (a), Pafos (h), Qarabag
(a). Barcelona: PSG (h), Chelsea
(a), Frankfurt (h), Brugge (a),
Olympiakos (h), Slavia Prague (a),
FC Copenhagen (h), Newcastle
(a). Arsenal: Bayern (h), Inter (a),
Atletico (h), Brugge (a),
Olympiakos (h), Slavia Prague (a),
Kairat Almaty (h), Bilbao (a). 
Tottenham: Dortmund (h), PSG
(a), Villarreal (h), Frankfurt (a),
Slavia Prague (h), Bodo/Glimt (a),
FC Copenhagen (h), Monaco (a). 
Dortmund: Inter (h), City (a),
Villarreal (h), Juventus (a),
Bodo/Glimt (h), Tottenham (a),
Bilbao (h), FC Copenhagen (a).

CL draw throws up some blockbuster clashes
FOOTBALL
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